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Timeless Japan, Naturally an Adventure
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Fi l led  w ith  Hig h l ig h ts of
Gifu  Prefecture

Nature and culture 

nurtured by the clear 

w aters of Gifu

Hot Spring  Guide Southw est Gifu’s Golden  Route (by Car)

You  can  v isi t sig h tseein g  sp ots in  Gi fu  Prefectu re b y car!  M ode l  sig h tseein g  rou tes in  Gi fu  Prefectu re b y area

Sh inhotaka Ropew ay

Introducing  three popular hot spring  towns
in Gifu Prefecture

Gero Hot Spring

For Inqu iries

Gifu Prefecture Tourism  Federation

Gifu Prefecture Think Tank Build ing  4F, 5-14-12 Yabutam inam i, Gifu City

☎ 058-275-1480 （ Closed on Saturdays, Sundays, and national holidays）

https://visitg ifu.com /

Gifu Prefecture Tokyo O ceffi
Prefectural Hall 14F 2-6-3 Hirakawacho Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo

☎ 03-5212-9020 （ Closed on Saturdays, Sundays, and national holidays）

Overseas Visitors Prom otion  Section , Tourism  Prom otion Division , 
Tourism  and In ternational A airs Departm ent, Gifu Prefectureff
2-1-1 Yabutam inam i, Gifu City

☎ 058-272-1111 (Closed on Saturdays, Sundays, and national holidays)

C-3

Pub lished

Gero Hot Spring  is one of the three best 

hot spring s in Japan, and  it sp ring s along  

the clear Hida River. It is known for its 

sm ooth texture and the refreshing  

feeling  it g ives after bath ing . There are 

also m any free 

footbaths scattered 

throughout the hot 

spring  town.

Northern  Alps

The mountain range stretches 
across Toyama, Gifu, and also 
Nagano Prefectures. Many of 
the mountains are steep, and 
the highest peak of them all is 
Mt. Okuhotakadake, known as 
the third highest mountain in 
Japan.

Mt. Ontake

It is the westernmost mountain in 
Japan with an elevation of over 
3,000 meters, and its name is 
sung in the folk song "Kiso-bushi" 
from the Kiso region of Nagano 
Prefecture, thereby making it a 
mountain of sacred faith and a 
representative of Kiso.

Ji-kabuki and
Ji-kabuki Theaters
Ji-kabuki refers to various types of 
kabuki theater performed not by 
professionals but by local 
amateurs, and is a tradition that 
has continued for several hundred 
years. Many ji-kabuki theaters 
remain in the eastern part of Gifu 
Prefecture, and the unique 
performances and choreography 
of the art have been preserved 
and passed down locally.

Hida Takayam a

Hida Takayama, known as the 
"Old Capital of Hida," manages 
to still retain the atmosphere of 
the prosperous "imperial lands," 
once directly ruled by the Edo 
Shogunate from 1603-1868. 
"Sanmachi Street," where the 
old streets remain, is always 
crowded with tourists. There 
are various ways to enjoy the 
culture, tradition, and gourmet 
food.

Rail Mountain Bike
 ‒ Gattan Go!!
Rail Mountain Bike "Gattan Go!" 
is a new sensory attraction that 
combines mountain biking and 
abandoned railway tracks. 
Visitors can run through the track 
while feeling the vibration and 
sound of the rail joints, just like a 
train, throughout their bodies.

Sekig ahara Battlefi eld

Japan was divided into countless factions vying for power during the 
period of violence and turmoil known as the “Warring States Period.” In 
1600, the most famous battle in Japanese history took place at 
Sekigahara. Even today, historical sites, including the remains of the 
camps of Tokugawa Ieyasu and Ishida Mitsunari, are scattered 
throughout the area, and visitors can enjoy touring the historical sites 
from the Gifu Sekigahara Battlefield Memorial Museum.

Gujo Hachim an

Gujo Hachiman, famous for the 
summer "Gujo Odori dance" and 
is also registered as a UNESCO 
Intangible Cultural Heritage site, 
is considered a water castle town 
with a clear river flowing through 
it and waterways running in all 
directions. It is also famous for its 
food samples, and many visitors 
come to experience making 
them.

Seki Blades

Bladesmiths have been making 
swords, kitchen knives, scissors, 
and nail clippers in Seki City for 
nearly 700 years. These high-
quality products have garnered 
fame abroad as well.

Mino Yaki 
Ceram ic W are 
Mino’s pottery has a history of 
over 400 years and was 
developed in this region, 
which includes the cities of 
Tajimi, Toki, and Mizunami. 
This area currently boasts 
over a 60% share of ceramic 
ware production nationally. 
Visit the many galleries and 
exhibitions and even create 
your own pottery piece.

Magom e-juku

Magome-juku, the hometown of 
the great writer Shimazaki 
Toson, is a mountain inn. The 
beautiful Mt. Ena, depicted in his 
long novel "Before the Dawn," 
can be seen from the inn, and 
along the stone-paved slope are 
lined houses with latticework, 
teahouses, and souvenir shops.

Mino W ashi

Mino washi has a long history of 
over 1,300 years. Mino washi

（ Japanese paper） has been 
appreciated not only for its 
excellent quality but also for its 
use of traditional papermaking 
techniques. It is registered as an 
intangible cultural heritage by 
UNESCO in 2014.

Nam eless Pond 
(also called ”Monet’s Pond”)

This pond, located on the 
grounds of Nemichi Shrine in 
Itadori, Seki City, is called 
"Monet's Pond" because it 
resembles "Water Lilies" painted 
by French artist Claude Monet.

Og aki, the "City of W ater"

Ogaki is an aquatic city with abundant underground water and many 
rivers flowing through it. It is associated with the famous haiku poet 
Matsuo Basho, who was active in the 1600s. Basho traveled from Edo 
(present-day Tokyo) to the Tohoku and Hokuriku regions and wrote 
about each place in his travelogue “The Narrow Road to the Deep 
North” in both prose and haiku. Ogaki is also known as "Musubi no 
Chi," the place where Basho ended his journey. You can revisit the 
end of Basho’s journey through the haiku monuments and memorial 
hall found in the city.

Mt. Hakusan

Mt. Hakusan is one of the Three 
Sacred Mountains of Japan 
alongside Mt. Fuji and Mt. Tate. 
Since ancient times, it has been 
the object of mountain worship, 
and in the Middle Ages, it 
became known throughout the 
country as it flourished as a 
sacred place for mountain 
asceticism.

Yoro Falls

This famous waterfall is known for the 
"Legend of Koshi," in which the water 
from the waterfall turns into sake. A 
woodcutter drew the gushing water 
into a gourd and gave it to his father 
to drink, which made him young 
again. The waterfall, with a drop of 30 
meters and a width of approximately 
four meters, has been selected as 
one of the 100 best waterfalls in 
Japan, and the water that falls from 
the rocks is clear and cool, providing 
a cool sensation even in summer.

Mt. Ibuki

Mt. Ibuki is a sacred mountain 
that appears in the Kojiki, the 
oldest existing history book in 
Japan, and it is also known as a 
mountain where medicinal herbs 
grow.
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Hida Takayam a
Sh irakaw a-g o

Nam eless Pond

Udatsu W all Historical District

Gifu  Castle

Yoro Park

Sek ig ahara
Battlefi eld

Southeast Gifu’s Golden  Route (by Car)

Sh inhotaka Ropew ay

Rail Moun tain  Bike - 
Gattan  Go!!

Hid a Takayam a

Sh irakaw a-g o

Route Around  Gifu  via Nag oya (by Car) Route - NGO Arrival  &  Departure - (by Car)

The Land  of Natural W onders 
Hida-Osaka Waterfalls and Hot Springs

Nag oyaNag oya

Cen tral Jap an In ternational 
Airport (NGO)
Cen tral Jap an In ternational 
Airport (NGO)

Toki Prem ium  Outlets

Day 1 Toki Prem ium  Outlets

75
min

1

M ag om e-juku

Gero Hot Sp rin g

Hida Takayam a

Sh irakaw a-g o

Gu jo

Gifu-Kakam ig ahara Air 
and  Space Museum

The best shopp ing  experience in  Gifu at Toki City!

Magom e-juku

50
min

2
A p ost tow n  o f the o ld  h ig hw ay system  th at p reserves 

the atm osphere of the Edo period .

Gero Hot Spring

60
min

3
Enjoy a stroll throug h the center of the hot spring  town in  

trad itional g arb  an d  soak in  the footb aths scattered  all 

around tow n!

Day 2 Hida Takayam a

50
min

4
An  o l d  m erch an t tow n  o verfl ow in g  w ith  t rad itio n a l 

Japanese atm osphere ‒ perfectly suited for a stroll.

Shirakawa-go

75
min

5
Leap  in to  an  o ld  w orld , straig h t ou t o f a fairy tale, an d  

experience the p icturesque harm ony between the villag e 

and nature!

Gujo

60
min

6
Food rep licas are said  to have orig inated  in  Gujo City, and 

even  to  th is d ay 60%  o f all such  p roducts so ld  in  Jap an  

are m ade here.

Day 3 Gifu-Kakam ig ahara Air and Space Museum

45
min

7
The on ly fu l l- fl ed g ed  avia tio n  an d  sp ace m useum  in  

Japan .

Sekig ahara Battlefield

30
min

8
The site of the m ost decisive b attle in  Japanese h istory. 

"Gifu  Sekig ahara Battlefi eld  M em orial M useum " opened  

in  October 2020!

Chiyoho Inari Shrine

75
min

9
Know n  as “Ochob o-san” In ari Sh rin e,  w here 2 m il l ion  

p eop le visit every year. You  can  en joy g ou rm et fo od s 

un ique to Gifu  w h ile w alking  around !

Day 1 Shinhotaka Ropeway

40
min

1
Th e  ca b l e  ca r  h a s b e e n  re n o v a te d  i n  Ju l y  2 0 2 0 !  Th e  

Seng okuench i Natural Park, w ith  a w alking  course in  the m idst 

of an old  g row th forest, w ill also be renew ed by October 2022!

Rail Mountain Bike - Gattan Go!!

45
min

2
Hop  on  a specialized  m ountain  b ike and  g lid e along  the 

rails of abandoned train  tracks.

Hida Takayam a

50
min

3
An  o l d  m erch an t tow n  o verfl ow in g  w ith  t rad itio n a l 

Japanese atm osphere ‒ perfectly suited for a stro ll.

Day 2 Shirakawa-go

75
min

4
Leap  in to an  o ld  w orld , straig h t ou t o f a fairy tale, and  

experience the p icturesque harm ony between the villag e 

and nature!

Gujo

40
min

5
Ski in g , sn ow b oard in g , an d  m o re ! Gu jo  is th e p erfect 

p lace for a snow -tatic adventure.

Udatsu W all Historical District

20
min

6
The o ld  streets here allow  on e to  im ag ine the w orld  o f 

Edo period  Japan (1603-1868).

Day 3 Seki Blades

30
min

7
One of the world 's few  centers for b lades, from  Japanese 

sw ords to h ig h quality cutlery.

Corm orant Fishing  on the Nag ara River

45
min

8
An ancient sum m ertim e fi shing  trad ition that unfolds just 

like an ancient Japanese p icture scro ll.

Chiyoho Inari Shrine9
Know n  as “Ochob o-san” In ari  Sh rin e,  w here 2 m i ll ion  

p eop le v isit every year. You  can  en joy g ou rm et fo od s 

un ique to Gifu w hile w alking  around !

Day 1 Hida Takayam a

50
min

1
An  o l d  m erch an t tow n  o verfl o w in g  w i th  t rad it io n a l  

Japanese atm osphere ‒ perfectly suited for a stro ll.

Shirakawa-go

110
min

2
Leap  in to  an  o ld  w orld , straig h t ou t of a fairy tale, and  

experience the p icturesque harm ony betw een the villag e 

and nature!

Gero Hot Spring

70
min

3
Enjoy a stroll throug h the center of the hot sp ring  tow n in  

trad ition al g arb  an d  soak in  th e footb ath s scattered  all 

around town!

Day 2 Ena Gorge

40
min

4
The u n iq uely sh ap ed  b ou ld ers h ere create a stun n in g  

view , esp ecially w hen  taking  in  the sig h ts from  a b oat 

w hile brilliant m ap le leaves lig ht up the entire g org e!

Mosaic Tile Museum

15
min

5
Beauty th at's charm ing ly un iq ue - Tajim i City in  Gifu  is 

Japan 's lead ing  m osaic-tile producer.

Toki Prem ium  Outlets

40
min

6
The best shopp ing  experience in Gifu at Toki City!

Day 3 Gifu Bungy

50
min

7
Yao tsu , Gifu  Prefectu re h as th e h ig h est b u n g y jum p  

bridg e in  Japan .

Seki Blades

30
min

8
One of the w orld 's few  centers for b lades, from  Japanese 

sw ords to h ig h quality cutlery.

Gifu-Kakam igahara Air and Space Museum9
The on ly fu l l-fl ed g ed  aviatio n  an d  sp ace m useum  in  

Japan .

Day 1 Shinhotaka Ropeway

70
m in

1
Th e  ca b l e  ca r h a s b e e n  re n o v a te d  i n  Ju l y  2 0 2 0 !  Th e  

Seng okuench i Natural Park, w ith  a w alking  course in  the m id st 

of an old g row th forest, w ill also be renewed by October 2022!

Hida Takayam a

50
m in

2
An  o l d  m erch an t tow n  o verfl o w in g  w i th  t rad i tio n a l  

Japanese atm osphere ‒ perfectly suited for a stroll.

Shirakawa-go

100
m in

3
Leap  in to  an  o ld  w orld , straig h t ou t o f a fairy tale, and  

experience the p icturesque harm ony betw een the villag e 

and nature!

Day 2 Nam eless Pond

40
m in

4
See th e p on d  th at's n ickn am ed  "M onet's Pond" fo r i ts 

b eau ti fu l w ater l i l ies, Jap anese carp , an d  crystal-clear 

turquoise w ater.

Udatsu W all Historical District

40
m in

5
The o ld  streets here allow  one to  im ag in e the w orld  o f 

Edo period  Japan (1603-1868).

Gifu Castle

60
m in

6
Lo ok u p o n  Gifu  w ith  a com m an d in g  v iew  from  th is 

im p ressive m ountain  castle.

Day 3 Yoro Park

25
m in

7
In  Yoro Park, you can en joy not on ly cherry b lossom  and  

autum n leaves, but also various artistic build ing s, “Site of 

Reversib le Destiny”.

Sekig ahara Battlefield8
The site o f the m ost d ecisive battle in  Japanese h isto ry. 

"Gifu  Sekig ahara Battlefi eld  Mem orial M useum " opened  

in  October 2020!

Sek ig ahara
Battlefi eld

Ch iyoho Inari Shrine

Hida Takayam aSh irakaw a-g o

Gero Hot Sp ring

Ena Gorg e

M osaic Tile M useum

Tok i Prem ium  OutletsTok i Prem ium  Outlets

Gifu  Bung y

Sek i Blades

Gifu-Kakam ig ahara Air 
and  Space Museum

Sustainab le Tourism

Sh irakaw a-go

Nag ara River

Gero Hot Spring

Gero  Hot Sp rin g , Nag ara River an d  Sh irakaw a-g o  h ave al l  b een  se lected  as p art o f 

Green  Destinations’ Top  100 list for their excellent Good  Practice Story in  2022, 2021, 

a n d  20 20 ,  resp ect i ve l y ,  a n d  h a ve  sh o w n  to  b e  co m p l i an t w i th  th e  b a si cs o f 

sustainab ility perform ance. 

”NEXT GIFU HERITAGE”

A tourism  p rog ram  p rom oting  m ajor tou rist d estin ations th at are  cu rren tly 

b ein g  selected  aro un d  th e w o rld  fo r th eir ad vanced  e o rts in  su sta in ab le ff

tourism . En joy tw o of “Gifu’s Future Heritag e“ sites!

A journey through the blessings of nature: "Hida-Osaka"

The diverse waterfalls created by the pulsation of the sacred Mt. Ontake 
fascinate viewers in every season, offering unique scenery and a variety of 
experiences that can only be engaged in here. 

Abundant hot springs, also known as “onsens,” such as 
Gero Onsen and Hida-Osaka Onsen are also a true pleasure 
unique to this area. 

The Land of Tim eless History
Visit Ena Iwamura’s Mountain Castle Ruin, 
Old Town, and Rural Scenery

A nostalgic trip: "Ena Iwamura"

Iwamura Castle, one of the three great mountain castles in Japan, is 
famous for its female lord. The castle town still retains the landscape of an 
Edo period merchant town and is considered an Important Preservation 
District for Groups of Traditional Buildings.

The surrounding farm village has a beautiful landscape that 
has been selected as the best rural landscape in Japan.
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TokyoTokyo
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Gujo

Udatsu W all Historical District

Sek i Blades

Corm orant Fisin g  on  the Nag ara River

Ch iyoho Inari Sh rine

Ju ly 2023 b y the Tourism  Prom otion  D ivision , Tou rism  and  In tern ational A airs Dep artm en t, Gifu  ff
Prefecture

*In form ation  on facilities is sub ject to chang e. Please contact the facility d irectly for details.

*Do not copy or d istrib ute w ithout perm ission .
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Corm orant Fish ing

Cormorant fishing has been 
practiced along the clear Nagara 
River for more than 1,300 years, 
and in 2015 was designated an 
Important Intangible Folk Cultural 
Property of Japan as "the art of 
cormorant fishing” along the 
Nagara River.

Sh inhotaka Ropew ay

The only double-decker gondola 
in Japan takes you up to an 
altitude of 2,150 meters in one 
go. The impressive mountain 
range can be seen in front of you 
in each of the four seasons. In 
particular, the mountains are a 
must-see in autumn, when they 
feature three colors — the white 
of fresh snow, the red of autumn 
leaves, and a splash of green.

Shirakawa-g o

The Gassho-zukuri Village of 
Shirakawa-go was registered as 
a World Heritage site in 1995. 
The history and wisdom of these 
thatched-roof houses has been 
continually passed down to 
future generations by the people 
who live in them. 

The Three Kiso Rivers
(Nag ara, Kiso , Ib i)

The Nagara, Kiso, and Ibi Rivers are three rivers 
that flow through the vast Nobi Plain. These clear 
streams originate from the rich forests of Gifu 
Prefecture and have nurtured a variety of cultures 
and traditions throughout the prefecture.

Okuhida Hot Sp ring  Villag es
The fi ve hot spring  villages of Hirayu, 

Fukuchi, Shinhirayu, Tochio, and 

Shinhotaka are spread out at the foot of 

the Northern Japan Alps, and visitors can 

enjoy over 140 open-air baths in these 

hot spring  villag es that 

spring  under the 

m agnifi cent nature.

Nagaragawa Hot Spring
Hot spring  inns stand side by side along  

the clear Nagara River, and h istorical 

sightseeing  spots such as the towering  

Gifu Castle atop  Mt. Kinka and the 

trad itional town of Kawara-m achi are 

nearby.
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https://visitgifu.com/
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Access Map
to Gifu

Main  Access to Gifu via Pub lic Transportation

Matsum otoKanazaw a

Bus
Train
Bu llet Train

20 m ins

2 h r 10 m ins

75 m ins

15 m ins

2 hr 30 m ins

45 m ins

80 m ins60 m ins

75 m ins

90 m ins

70 m ins 20 m ins 50 m ins

1 h r 40 m ins

Toyam a

Takayam a

Furukaw a

Seki

Gifu

Sh inhotaka

Nakatsug aw a

Sh irakaw a-g o

Gu jo

Nagoya TokyoOsaka

Gero

60 m ins 1 h r 40 m ins

70 m ins

1 h r 45 m ins

50 m ins

Shirakawa-go

Tim e

First : 7:50 ~  Last 19:00

Tim e

First:8:10 ‒  Last 16:00

Fare

One W ay : ￥2,600

Fare

One W ay : ￥2,600

Fare

One W ay : ￥3,000 ~  ￥4,000

KanazawaTakayam a

Nohi Bus

Gifu Bus

Hida Express

Tim e

Departures : 7:50, 8:20, 8:50, 9:10

Tim e

Departures : 14:30, 15:30, 15:55, 16:30

Shirakawa-goNagoya

Furukawa

Takayam a

Tim e

First : 7:43 ~  Last 20:17

Tim e

First : 7:58 ~  Last 17:14

Fare

About : ￥6,000

Fare

About : ￥3,500

Toyam aNagoya

Reservation Page
- Japan Bus Online -

O cial Siteffi

Reservation Page
- h ig hwaybus.com  -

O cial Siteffi

- Japan Rail Pass -

Save Money at Popular Sig htseeing  Spots w ith the 

"SHORYUDO Free Bus Pass" 

In  add ition  to num erous hot sp ring s, a beautifu l natural 

environm ent, and m any other tourist attractions, the "Shoryudo" 

area in  the Chubu and  Hokuriku reg ions is b lessed  w ith a rich  

variety of food , such as beef d ishes and fresh seafood . The 

"SHORYUDO Free Bus Pass" is a special exp ress bus ticket for 

foreig n visitors to Japan that allow s you to freely ride exp ress 

buses on  desig nated  routes in  the Shoryudo area. Choose the best 

course to m atch  the num ber of days and  routes you 'd  l ike and  

save on  your trip !

Special O ers for SHORYUDO ff
Free Bus Pass Holders

(Please scan the code to the rig ht.)

Buying  a SHORYUDO 

Free Bus Pass

(Please scan the code to the rig ht.)

11,000  yen

Takayam a / 
Sh irakaw a-g o / 

Kanazaw a Course

(3-day pass)

15,000  yen

W ide Course 

(5-day p ass)

9,000  yen

Matsum oto / 
Mag om e / 

Japan  Alp s Course

(3-day pass)

Access to Tateyam a Kurobe Alp ine Route

Access from  Nagoya

Access from  Takayam a

Tateyam a
Dentetsu
Toyam a

JR
Toyam a

Tateyam a
Dentetsu
Toyam a

Toyam aShirakaw a-g o

Og izaw a

Noh i Bus

About 

2 hrs 30 m ins

3,500 yen

Noh i
Bus

About

50 m ins

2,600
yen

Noh i Bus

About

1 hr

20 m ins

2,400
yen

W alk

About

9 m ins

Toyam a Ch iho
Railw ay

About

1 hour

1,110
yen

JR Oito  Line

About 55 m ins

680 yen

ALPICO Kotsu Bus
(Exp ress)

About 40 m ins

3,100 yen

Takayam a Line ‒
Lim ited  Exp ress Hida

About

3 hrs 40 m ins

7,790 yen

W alk

About 9 m ins

Toyam a Ch iho
Railw ay

About 1 hour

1,110 yen

ShinanoomachiM atsum oto

Nag oya

Takayam a

Tateyam a

Kurobe

Alp ine

Route

Access to Gifu 's Main  Sig htseeing  Spots

Rail Access

You  can  check ou t

the w ebsite below  for transportation  

reservations and  tim etab les!

You can  check ou t 

the website below  to book  your stay!

h ttps://visitg i fu .com /stay/ h ttps://visitg i fu .com /travel-to-g ifu/

Leg end

Prefectural Border

Mun icipal Border

Tokaido Sh inkansen

Hokuriku / Tohoku / Joetsu / 

Sh inkansen

JR Line

Nag oya Rai lroad

Nag arag aw a Rai lw ay

Yoro Railw ay

Akech i Rai lw ay

Tarum i Railw ay

Expressway

National Road

https://visitgifu.com/stay/https://visitgifu.com/travel-to-gifu/

